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Nonetheless, some people will seek for the very best seller publication to review as the initial
recommendation. This is why; this The Spy Who Couldn't Spell: A Dyslexic Traitor, An Unbreakable Code,
And The FBI's Hunt For America's Stolen Secrets By Yudhijit Bhattach exists to satisfy your need. Some
individuals like reading this publication The Spy Who Couldn't Spell: A Dyslexic Traitor, An Unbreakable
Code, And The FBI's Hunt For America's Stolen Secrets By Yudhijit Bhattach due to this prominent
publication, yet some love this due to preferred writer. Or, many likewise like reading this publication The
Spy Who Couldn't Spell: A Dyslexic Traitor, An Unbreakable Code, And The FBI's Hunt For America's
Stolen Secrets By Yudhijit Bhattach considering that they really have to read this publication. It can be the
one that really enjoy reading.

Review
“Yudhijit Bhattacharjee has brought to light an intriguing tale of espionage and betrayal—a tale filled with
twists and turns and powerful revelations.”—David Grann, New York Times Bestselling Author of The Lost
City of Z: A Tale of Deadly Obsession in the Amazon

“Brian Regan was an all too human spy, a trailblazer in the digital age—a mole who managed to squirrel
away thousands of classified documents—and a brilliant, dyslexic cryptologist who was caught in part
because he couldn’t spell. Yudhijit Bhattacharjee has penetrated the FBI and other parts of the intelligence
community to write this fantastic true story—a captivating, gracefully-written narrative that is destined to
become a classic in the history of code-breaking.”—Kai Bird, Pulitzer Prize-winning Author of The Good
Spy: The Life and Death of Robert Ames
 
“The cat-and-mouse espionage tale at the heart of The Spy Who Couldn’t Spell is so strange and so riveting
that you can’t help but marvel at every turn. Enriched by years of painstaking reporting and a keen eye for
detail, Yudhijit Bhattacharjee's true-life page turner explores not only the complexities of modern spycraft,
but also the ways in which humans can lose their moral bearings. This is a book to be savored as an expertly
crafted thriller, and pondered as a nuanced meditation on the banality of evil.”—Brendan I. Koerner, Author
of The Skies Belong to Us and Now the Hell Will Start

“A riveting, fast-paced account of how modern computer forensics and cryptography, combined with old-
fashioned detective work, caught a most unusual spy. The Spy Who Couldn’t Spell is a real page-
turner.”—David Wise, Author of Tiger Trap: America's Secret Spy War with China

“The Spy Who Couldn’t Spell is a propulsive read about an insider whose betrayals we’d do well to



remember. Yudhijit Bhattacharjee combines his talent as a top science writer with a gimlet eye for intrigue to
sculpt a rich, suspenseful narrative.”—David Willman, Pulitzer Prize-winning Investigative Reporter for the
Los Angeles Times and Author of The Mirage Man: Bruce Ivins, the Anthrax Attacks, and America’s Rush
to War

“Like the FX show The Americans in a contemporary setting, or a John le Carré novel, The Spy Who
Couldn't Spell is the dramatic nonfiction story of the pursuit, capture and conviction of United States spy
Brian Patrick Regan. . . . Alongside news of WikiLeaks, Snowden disclosures, the Panama Papers, The Spy
Who Couldn't Spell is as real as it gets. Cryptography, hard drive scrubbing, server spoor tracking, old-
school surveillance tails and wiretaps, psychological profiling and high-definition courtroom drama:
Bhattacharjee tells a story that would make a kickass movie.” —ShelfAwareness

“Readers… will thoroughly enjoy this fast-moving account of a failed spy who, despite his incompetence,
easily filched thousands of secrets.”—Publishers Weekly

“The author offers a compellingly seedy portrait of Regan, motivated to contemplate treason due to debt,
career stagnation, and marital malaise....A well-written...tale of thwarted amateur treason underscoring the
disturbing vulnerability of today's intelligence systems.”—Kirkus Reviews
 
“In his first book, Bhattacharjee...will leave readers wondering whether classified information from the U.S.
government is always vulnerable to being sold, for the right price....Readers interested in spy thrillers,
cybercryptology, and the history of U.S. espionage will find this book to be both entertaining and helpful in
understanding today’s complex landscape of leaked classified information.”—Booklist

“What distinguishes this real-world chronicle from similar others...is the author’s humane
perspective...Recommended for spycraft buffs and general enthusiasts of U.S. intelligence operations and
psychosocial factors behind espionage.”—Library Journal (starred review)

“A gripping tale and a powerful case for spell check.”—Esquire

About the Author
Yudhijit Bhattacharjee is an award-winning writer whose features and essays on espionage, cybercrime,
science and medicine have appeared in The New Yorker, The New York Times Magazine, National
Geographic, Wired and other U.S. magazines. Yudhijit spent 11 years as a staff writer at the weekly journal
Science, writing about neuroscience, astronomy and a variety of other topics in research and science policy.
His work has been anthologized in the Best American Science and Nature Writing series. Yudhijit has an
undergraduate degree from the Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay, and a master's in journalism from
The Ohio State University. He lives in a suburb of Washington, D.C., with his wife, his two children and a
big red dog.
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The thrilling, true-life account of the FBI’s hunt for the ingenious traitor Brian Regan—known as the Spy
Who Couldn’t Spell.
 
Before Edward Snowden’s infamous data breach, the largest theft of government secrets was committed by
an ingenious traitor whose intricate espionage scheme and complex system of coded messages were made
even more baffling by his dyslexia. His name is Brian Regan, but he came to be known as The Spy Who
Couldn’t Spell.
 
In December of 2000, FBI Special Agent Steven Carr of the bureau’s Washington, D.C., office received a
package from FBI New York: a series of coded letters from an anonymous sender to the Libyan consulate,
offering to sell classified United States intelligence. The offer, and the threat, were all too real. A self-
proclaimed CIA analyst with top secret clearance had information about U.S. reconnaissance satellites, air
defense systems, weapons depots, munitions factories, and underground bunkers throughout the Middle East.
 
Rooting out the traitor would not be easy, but certain clues suggested a government agent with a military
background, a family, and a dire need for money. Leading a diligent team of investigators and code breakers,
Carr spent years hunting down a dangerous spy and his cache of stolen secrets.
 
In this fast-paced true-life spy thriller, Yudhijit Bhattacharjee reveals how the FBI unraveled Regan’s strange
web of codes to build a case against a man who nearly collapsed America's military security.
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“The cat-and-mouse espionage tale at the heart of The Spy Who Couldn’t Spell is so strange and so riveting
that you can’t help but marvel at every turn. Enriched by years of painstaking reporting and a keen eye for
detail, Yudhijit Bhattacharjee's true-life page turner explores not only the complexities of modern spycraft,
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crafted thriller, and pondered as a nuanced meditation on the banality of evil.”—Brendan I. Koerner, Author
of The Skies Belong to Us and Now the Hell Will Start
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“The Spy Who Couldn’t Spell is a propulsive read about an insider whose betrayals we’d do well to
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sculpt a rich, suspenseful narrative.”—David Willman, Pulitzer Prize-winning Investigative Reporter for the
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“Like the FX show The Americans in a contemporary setting, or a John le Carré novel, The Spy Who
Couldn't Spell is the dramatic nonfiction story of the pursuit, capture and conviction of United States spy
Brian Patrick Regan. . . . Alongside news of WikiLeaks, Snowden disclosures, the Panama Papers, The Spy
Who Couldn't Spell is as real as it gets. Cryptography, hard drive scrubbing, server spoor tracking, old-
school surveillance tails and wiretaps, psychological profiling and high-definition courtroom drama:
Bhattacharjee tells a story that would make a kickass movie.” —ShelfAwareness

“Readers… will thoroughly enjoy this fast-moving account of a failed spy who, despite his incompetence,
easily filched thousands of secrets.”—Publishers Weekly

“The author offers a compellingly seedy portrait of Regan, motivated to contemplate treason due to debt,
career stagnation, and marital malaise....A well-written...tale of thwarted amateur treason underscoring the
disturbing vulnerability of today's intelligence systems.”—Kirkus Reviews
 
“In his first book, Bhattacharjee...will leave readers wondering whether classified information from the U.S.
government is always vulnerable to being sold, for the right price....Readers interested in spy thrillers,
cybercryptology, and the history of U.S. espionage will find this book to be both entertaining and helpful in
understanding today’s complex landscape of leaked classified information.”—Booklist

“What distinguishes this real-world chronicle from similar others...is the author’s humane
perspective...Recommended for spycraft buffs and general enthusiasts of U.S. intelligence operations and
psychosocial factors behind espionage.”—Library Journal (starred review)

“A gripping tale and a powerful case for spell check.”—Esquire

About the Author



Yudhijit Bhattacharjee is an award-winning writer whose features and essays on espionage, cybercrime,
science and medicine have appeared in The New Yorker, The New York Times Magazine, National
Geographic, Wired and other U.S. magazines. Yudhijit spent 11 years as a staff writer at the weekly journal
Science, writing about neuroscience, astronomy and a variety of other topics in research and science policy.
His work has been anthologized in the Best American Science and Nature Writing series. Yudhijit has an
undergraduate degree from the Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay, and a master's in journalism from
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Most helpful customer reviews

8 of 9 people found the following review helpful.
If You Love Police or Legal Procedurals, This True Spy Story is One You Will Enjoy ...
By delicateflower152
Readers who love legal or police procedurals are sure to enjoy Yudhijit Bhattacharjee’s “The Spy Who
Couldn’t Spell”. Proving the adage “truth is stranger than fiction”, Bhattacharjee writes of the search for and
capture of Brian Patrick Regan; that search began following receipt of a package, by the FBI New York,
containing coded letters. What follows becomes a methodical exercise in logic and deduction as Steven Carr,
the FBI agent assigned to this case, works tirelessly to decipher the spy’s codes and bring him to justice.

Yudhijit Bhattacharjee draws vivid portraits of the two primary individuals involved in this espionage
documentary. Regan, the retired Air Force Master Sergeant and employee of the National Reconnaissance
Office who attempted to betray the United States, may have been the ideal spy. One of eight children, his
learning disabilities and size made him appear doltish and inept. “…it can induce a permanent sense of being
an outsider …” However, he possessed a keen spatial intelligence and a cunning mind. “…the perfect insider
threat, underestimated and ignored, left to operate stealthily …” Disaffected and feeling “… increasingly
frustrated and powerless …” along with Regan’s financial situation were factors motivating the betrayal.
Steven Carr, “…a devout Catholic …” and “…a firm believer …that God was the master of his destiny …”
was driven by his desire to serve others. He felt his work in the FBI was his way of serving both God and his
country.

While chronicling the spy hunt thoroughly, Yudhijit Bhattacharjee rarely allows the narrative to drag.
However, he does provide several detailed discussions about the coding Regan employed. Regardless of how
interesting these discussions are, they can become tedious. The human-interest aspect and the investigation-
related portions of the book are sufficiently compelling so that the reader wants to continue exploring to
discover what the next development may be.

“The Spy Who Couldn’t Spell” is not a book every reader will enjoy, but one that will grab readers having an
interest in procedural narratives. Yudhijit Bhattacharjee has presented a detailed, methodical investigation in
an interesting manner without neglecting the human characters involved in the story.

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful.
A Rylle Dogo Boko
By enubrius
Okay, first an embarrassing confession: When I first read of this I thought it was a spoof

I had never HEARD of the case of Brian Regan (but I DID know of a very good comedian with that name)

I was not familiar with the author (he writes for publications I, to my loss I'm sure, don't read) and, let's be
frank, his name COULD be an anagram!



So, because I would LOVE it, if it were a spoof, I ordered it

Imagine my chagrin when I discovered that the book is, indeed, about a REAL case and, one of the BEST
I've ever read!

It's a thriller; It IS funny as hell at times, and tense when it needs be, and fascinating from staret to finish.

Also, not for nothing, it's a marvelous primer in ciphers and codes; a great character stuy (or two or three,
such)

And a delightful reading experience for any fan of ANY of the above

I cannot urge you strongly enough to pick this one up

And catch the OTHER Brian Regan's act the next time he's in your area or on TV

9 of 11 people found the following review helpful.
Pretty Amazing Story About An American Traitor That You Probably Never Heard About
By Lisa Baker
This was a very intriguing read for me because I enjoy spy thrillers, both fiction and non-fiction. This is a
true story and the writer recounts it by compiling information from interviews that he conducted with dozens
of employees at the FBI, NRO, NSA, CIA, and other government agencies.
He was also able to talk to family and childhood friends of the spy to paint a very detailed picture of his
upbringing and adolescent years.

The writer let's us know who the culprit is by the end of the second chapter. He then delves into the spy's
background and his motivation for doing what he did. The entire second half of the book is dedicated to how
the FBI deciphered the spy's codes. It is very analytical and may be confusing for many readers because it is
quite complicated.

It is a relatively short read at about 280 pages. There is not a lot of high suspense action because that is not
how it happened. The book is more of a tribute to the perseverance of the agents who surveilled this criminal
with such patience and dedication.

I think if you like Tom Clancy novels without all the fluff, you should enjoy this book. It is a very unique
and unusual documentary of a modern traitor. It also should scare the heck out of you as to how easy it was
for this guy to steal some of the country's most guarded secrets!

See all 10 customer reviews...
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